


efforts to engage with external experts such as exhibition curators, and those who work on artwork

restoration and information technology. However, the hiring process for communication services and

resource mobilization experts lacks clarity and the Group will seek explanation during the informal

session. The Group further encourages the Secretary General to utilize local knowledge, material,
technology and capacity in both the construction and operation ofthe renovation project.

6. The Group stresses the critical importance of effective governance, oversight, transparency

and accountability to ensure that the project is implemented within the approved budget and

timetable. We note the fourth annual audit conducted by the Office of Internal Oversight Services

(OIOS)earlier this year, and wish to highlight the recommendations of the OIOS as well as Board of

Auditors (BOA) on the need to expedite the activities of the project and avoid any delays in the

implementation. We hopeto receive a better understanding, during the informal consultations, of the

plan of the Secretary General on steps being taken to








